WHAT IS MEDIATION?


Mediation is a resource for mediating family conflict.  It is non-adversarial and impartial and is provided to help families make their own decisions and resolve their own conflicts during and after separation and divorce.  The goals of the service are to:

· Provide a means of mediating conflicts, encouraging participation of the family (and persons significant to the family) while giving the family members maximum responsibility for their own lives through a non-adversarial process.

· Provide a means of resolving issues arising out of custody and access disputes.

· Offer information and referral services when helpful.

WHO ARE THE MEDIATORS?

The mediator is a professional selected from a list provided by the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County upon recommendation of a committee of attorneys, health professionals, and laypersons, or is a mediator selected by the parties or their attorneys.

SHOULD WE BRING THE CHILDREN?
No!  Do not bring the children unless requested to do so by the mediator.

ARE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO THE COURT BY THE MEDIATOR?

No!  The information obtained by the family mediator is confidential.  The mediator does not make a recommendation or report to the Court.  The purpose of the sessions is to assist the members of the family in reaching their own solution to the problems being experienced.

When a family cannot reach a mediated settlement of the issues and are not able to draw up a mutually agreeable stipulation, the case is returned to the Court to be decided.

ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED WHEN MAKING PARENTING AGREEMENTS

The following is a list of issues that may need to be negotiated in mediation:

· Living arrangements and childcare arrangements.

· Parenting responsibilities (for example, medical visits, transportation, daily supervision, decisions about special or extraordinary activities).

· Parental communication with children and with one another.

· Education (placement, school activities, report cards, conferences with teachers).

· Recreation and special days (for example, birthdays, religious holidays, summer vacation, contact with grandparents and extended family).

· Emergency plans (for example, medical emergencies, the sickness of a family member, changes in parental plans).

FAMILY MEDIATION:

· Is provided by trained mediators who are neutral and objective.

· Is separate from the litigation process.

· Is a service to help you and your spouse cooperate as parents following a separation.

· Is a service to help you and your spouse decide custody and access in your child’s best interest.

· Is not marriage counseling, reconciliation, therapy, or legal counsel.

· Is not admissible as evidence on the part of parents or their attorneys.

· Is not a service that makes parental decisions for you.

· Is not a service that forces you to come to an agreement.

· Is not a service that can make someone a responsible parent who doesn’t want to accept that responsibility.

PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

· Developing a working plan that gives the child (ren) access to both parents.

· Keeping ongoing contact with the child (ren) so that they won’t feel rejected or abandoned.

· Reassuring the child (ren) they can still love both parents and that their parents continue loving them.

· Alleviating the child (ren)’s fears about their future.

· Preventing the child (ren) from getting in the middle of parents’ conflicts.

